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HAPPY NEW YEAR!

As your know, this newsletter is supposed
to be published during the first few days of
each new month. So we're late. The good
news is we have really good excuses:
snow, football, travel, sloth. Well, it did
snow about a week after our publication
deadline. And there has been football and
some travel, mostly after our publication
deadline. | have an idea: let's focus on the
snow! (See photograph at right.) The pic-
ture proves that it snowed and diverts the
mind from things like deadlines. Who can
think about publication schedules with the
words of Robert Frost floating around in
your mind: “The woods are lovely, dark
and deep./But | have promises to keep . . .
" Of course, we want you to think about
your promises (to your mother, your kids,
your dog, anybody or anything), not our
promises to put out a timely newsletter.

Okay, forget about words. Let's take the
Eliza Dolittle attitude: “Words! Words!
Words! I'm so sick of words!" Let's just
look at the beautiful photograph. Snow is a
traffic hazard (particularly in the South
where people think its alien dust) and a bit
of an inconvenience (it requires a little
more trudge), but isn't the landscape gor-
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geous? The Jungle Man only wishes he
could compete at that levell And just look
at Trussville Springs dressed out in white
finery. Have you ever seen anything more
magnificent? We were resplendent with
snow along the banks of the river, deep in
the woods and blanketing our struc-
tures. Think about those things and forget

about pesky deadlines and the mundane

lures of commerce.
promise of the new year.
over, by George!

And think about the
We're starting
Wonderful things are

possible!

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

GARDENING TIPS FROM THE JUNGLE

information, you might want

rately collect soil samples.

ten at the same time).

cold!
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to go

Okay, the Jungle Man gets it! The weather isn't all that inviting to gardeners.
But think of it this way: You don't have to stay out there for extended periods to
do some of the stuff that your landscape needs now, stuff that will really make a
difference in the long run. For example, how long could it take to get a soil sam-
ple from the lawn to send off to Auburn for testing? It takes 3-7 days. For more

to http://www.aces.edu/ant/soillab/

documents/soilform20080609.pdf for the form and instruction on how to accu-

Also, it won't take long to put in tree spikes to deep-feed your hardwoods and
Magnolias, and it can't be all that hard to keep your planters and baskets properly
watered (a switch to liquid fertilizer offers a twofer in which you feed and mois-

Some things that need to be done will take longer, so get out your long-johns
and find your inner-outdoorsman, because it's pruning time for ornamental and
flowering trees. If you have Cherry trees or Crepe Myrtles (or any other flower-
ing tree except Magnolias), they need to be pruned to ensure proper growth and
shape when the plants start growing in the spring and early summer.
you feel any better, just remember that the Jungle Man is virtually always out
there, cold or hot, rain or shine! It's good to be somewhere, even outside in the

If it makes
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We have observed before that the Clarks
were our pioneer homeowners and that the
Robbinses are the newest residents of Truss-
ville Springs. Interestingly, we received unso-
licited from Chris Clark a wonderful testimo-
nial letter that we published in the October
2010 edition of the newsletter. Chris' letter
was beautifully written, heartfelt and moving,
particularly addressing the natural beauty of
the setting and the promise of the commu-
nity. Now our newcomers, Joe and Peggy,
have weighed in on the attention to detail and
conscientious responsiveness of NJT in build-
ing their new Trussville Springs home. Since
we have interviewed builders and excluded
some because their concept of quality did not
match ours, it is great news when we have
testimony, again totally unsolicited, to the
quality the NJT team brings to Trussville |
Springs.  With the permission of Joe and
Peggy, we proudly and with humble gratitude

reprint (below right) their note to Roger and
Todd Self of NJT.

We agree that there is no such thing as a A NOTE FROM THE ROBBINSES
perfect house, simply because we can plot and
plan and scrutinize every detail and still find
ah“:igstWTe WO”,‘J{ Céo ‘,iiffer,e“tt‘y' bt”t thf s Joe and | wanted to take a moment to tell you how much we

ard at Trussvitie springs 18 7o gt as ¢ 0s¢ 194 1aye the house. The frequent access you allowed us prior to

perfection as we can get. When your friends ) . . -
or neighbors look at the landscaping or inte- | €/0SING and your patience during the marathon punch list meant

rior details of your new home, you should S0 much to us.
hear oohs and aahs and, if you do not, we will

have failed.  And we do not intend to While you said there is no such thing as a perfect house, your
faill Thank you, homeowners, for the feed- attention to detail and the additional touches made the house

back. We want to receive it and we promise perfect for us.
to listen to both the things we've done well

and the things we still need to work on. God
bless!

Roger and Todd:

Sincerely, Joe and Peggy

COMING ATTRACTIONS AT TRUSSVILLE SPRINGS

The new year has promises, some personal and private and some that should be shouted from the rooftops (or maybe the porches would be
safer) to anyone who will hear. Trussville Springs is located on the headwaters of the Cahaba River and, like most headwaters, the river is
gentle and inviting even to the young ones. We are scenic, not commerciall However, the beauty of the river park and the inviting quality of
the headwaters have attracted the attention of the arts and crafts world. Accordingly, Trussville Springs has agreed to sponsor a special arts
and crafts festival, to be called appropriately the "Headwaters Festival,” to be presented on Saturday and Sunday, June 11 and 12, 2011. The
festival will present a wide variety of arts and crafts and contain unique aspects relevant to the setting by the river.

Then in the fall (date not finally set yet), the Cahaba River Society has again requested that we host their annual fund-raiser. We hosted

the event last year, which turned out to be a financial success despite the heat (about 95 degrees), some disorganization and competition with
the Alabama-Arkansas football game. The CRS has vowed to address each of these problems next year by (a) having the event in October
rather than September to get better temperatures, (b) having the event on a Sunday afternoon rather than Saturday to avoid all college foot-
ball games (we may have TVs on site for Pro ball fans), and (c) organizing the event based on feedback and complaints about last year's event
that will be taken into account in planning this year's event. With the planned changes and God's blessing, we should have a great river event
in October. After all, we are the river and we must celebrate it

Finally, we don't want to forget the farmers' market. We started off slowly last year and we had plentiful and fresh fruits and vegi-
tables. This year we want to expand the number and variety of farmers and perhaps add some craft booths in the mix. If we work hard, we
should be able to expand the farmers' market every year until it is an event in itself! This year the market is scheduled to begin in July and end
in September. We intend to advertise the market as we get closer to July and we encourage you to tell your friends and family




